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Grazelands Rewilding contributes significantly to the 

restoration of wild European landscapes. 

By restoring natural processes (including restoring soil 

ecology) we enhance biodiversity, contribute to climate 

adaptation and vitalizing soils and let public support for 

wild nature grow. 

Grazelands Rewilding achieves this 

Åthrough sharing knowledge and expertise

ÅBy reintroducing herds of wild grazers

ÅAnd with its flagship species, the Tauros. 

Grazelands Rewilding 
(earlier Taurus Foundation)



ΨGrazelands team
Over 30 years of experience with natural grazing (started early флΩǎύ
- 7 employees on daily basis, 3 board members
- around 70 volunteers

Our herd and the Tauros-herd
Å Ca 1.200 animals in NL (cattle and horses); ca. 400 Tauros
Å around 300 TaurosΩ abroad in 5 other EU-countries
Å Around 400 hectares managed area in the Netherlands, abroad around 10.000 

hectares

Main partners ς customers
Å Nature conservancy organisations and municipalities in the Netherlands
Å Rewilding Europe abroad (close cooperation)
Å Credit Nature (European outreach and nature finance)

Grazelands Rewilding



The why of the Tauros-Programm

The reintroduction of large herds of natural grazers (cattle) is key to 
restore wild European landscapes, to enhance biodiversity andto 
create resilience. Cattle-herds being self-reliant, cattle-herds having 
habitat-impact.

The momentum is there; all over Europe huge areas are being 
abandoned; offering opportunities to create half-open landscapes

The Aurochs was a key species in Eurasian ecosystems, adapted to 
living with big predators. The best adapted bovine for rewilding 
purposes would therefore be the Aurochs. We owe this extincted
Aurochs a contemporary surrogate. 

The dedomesticatedΨ¢ŀǳǊƻǎΩ ƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-best and a powerful ally 
for ecosystem restoration



Europe changes, every year 1 million hectares of agricultural area being abandoned 
(IEEP)



Distribution of Aurochs

Domestication, co-evolution of human mankind and cattle

Aurochs distribution



Distribution of AurochsΨ!ƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜΩ 
(Henry David Thoreau)

Ψ²ƛƭŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŦǊŜŜ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ όƻǳǊύ ƳƛƴŘǎΩ 

.



The how of the Tauros-Programm
1. Selection of ΨǇǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜΩ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ-breeds based on knowledge of 

history, morphology and use of the breeds;

2. By active/(partly artificial) breedingunder semi natural 

circumstances;

3. At first in smallbreeding groups, part of natural grazing herds; 

In later stages combining the results in larger herds;

4. Evaluation of the results, active selection in later generations

5. Based on genetic monitoring and evidence;

6. Rough estimation of needed time: around 15-25 years (6-8 

generations)



The Tauros Programm: principalbreeds being used (mainly formerly used for traction)



Being surprised by the look of Manolo Uno (Maremmanax PajunaύΧнлмн

Looks like its wild ancestor, 
easier to understand for people 
these animals fit into a natural 

system



Natural behaviour cattle





Publicity: New Yorker, Science, CNN, National Geographic, Washington Post, Le Monde, Le Temps CH, 
Volkskrant, AD, NRC, several film-teams (ARTE, BBC, NG), in prep. Documentary Tauros (jan.2023)



¢ƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎ ŦƛǾŜΩ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ



Flooding
Betterdefenceagainst

predators

BeingSelf-reliant

TaurosΩ ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ Values

Well-developedherd instinct



Flooding
Betterdefenceagainst
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BeingSelf-reliant

TaurosΩ ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ Values

Well-developedherd instinct

Compatible with a greater
diversityof life

Betteradaptedto diseases



Bignessandbehaviourcounts

Enhancingbiodiversityby 
ΨƳŀŎǊƻ-habitat-ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΩΣ supportinga plethora

of other species

Roamingandmove aroundmore

TaurosΩ  ŜȄǘǊŀ ecological benefits

Increasingwildnessand
temperament
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Enhancingbiodiversityby
ΨƳƛŎǊƻ-habitat-ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΩ

Bignessandbehaviourcounts

Trampling
Habitof creatingbull-pits

Tauros extra ecological benefits


