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Grazelands Rewilding

(earlier Taurus Foundation)

Grazelands Rewilding contributes significantly to the
restoration of wild European landscapes.

By restoring natural processes (including restoring soll
ecology) we enhance biodiversity, contribute to climate
adaptation and vitalizing soils and let public support for
wild nature grow.

Grazelands Rewilding achieves this
 through sharing knowledge and expertise
* By reintroducing herds of wild grazers

« And with its flagship species, the Tauros.



Grazelands Rewilding

‘Grazelands team

Over 30 years of experience with natural grazing (started early 90’s)
- 7 employees on daily basis, 3 board members

- around 70 volunteers

Our herd and the Tauros-herd

e (Cal.200animalsin NL (cattle and horses); ca. 400 Tauros

» around 300 Tauros” abroad in 5 other EU-countries

* Around 400 hectares managed area in the Netherlands, abroad around 10.000
hectares

Main partners — customers

* Nature conservancy organisations and municipalities in the Netherlands
* Rewilding Europe abroad (close cooperation)

e Credit Nature (European outreach and nature finance)



The why of the Tauros-Programm

The reintroduction of large herds of natural grazers (cattle) is key to
restore wild European landscapes, to enhance biodiversity andto
create resilience. Cattle-herds being self-reliant, cattle-herds having
habitat-impact.

The momentum s there; all over Europe huge areas are being
abandoned; offering opportunities to create half-open landscapes

The Aurochs was a key species in Eurasian ecosystems, adapted to
living-with big predators. The best adapted bovine for rewilding
purposes would therefore be the Aurochs. We owe this extincted
Aurochs a contemporary surrogate.

The dedomesticated ‘Tauros’ is second-best and a powerful ally
for ecosystem restoration
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“All good thmgs are W|Id and free

(Henry David Thoreau)
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The how of the Tauros-Programm

1. Selection of ‘primitive’ cattle-breeds based on knowledge of

history, morphology and use of the breeds;
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Limia Margmmana Primitiva
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Maronesa Sayaguesa
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Pajuna Aurochs 2.0?

The Tauros Programm: principal breeds being used (mainly formerly used for traction)
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Looks like its wild ancestor,
easier to understand for people

Being surprised by the look of Manolo Uno (Maremmana x Pajuna)...2012
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By conjuring the extinct ancestor of modern cattle,
breeders are making Europe just a little wilder
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bovines called aurochs that were depicted on cave walls by Paleo-
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lithic artists (inset) and prized as hunting trophies. They died out

nearly 400 years ago. Now genetics may bring them back to life.
Sound like a Jurassic Park sequel? It's actually the reallife plan
of Project Tauros, a consortium of European scientists using DNA
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tree now choking Europe’s woods. Today such housecleaning would
help regrow native flora—as one resurrected species gives other,
threatened ones a shot at survival.

Scottish Highland cattle, such as this bullin the Netherlands, will be used in early efforts to bring back aurochs.
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Aurochs

sequenced from aurochs teeth to steer a
novel breeding program. Project researchers
are currently identifying living cattle—including
Spanish Limiana and ltalian Maremmana~that
still carry aurochs genes. Then breeders will
cross those cattle to retain the pertinent DNA,
jettison the rest, and make bovines that, in
about a decade, are expected to look and act
just like their extinct ancestors.

Aurochs were herbivorous behemoths, and
iin the past they browsed on beech, a type of

Aurochs stood some six
feet high at the shoulder,
two feet taller than many
modern bovines.

—Juli Berwald
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Het legendarische cerrund, voorouder van alle modeme runceren, stierf in 1627 it toen het laatste exempiaar
weerd geschoten in een Pools woud. Natuurbeschermers willen het beest weer tot leven wekken,
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Publicity: New Yorker, Science, CNN, National Geographic, Washington Post, Le Monde, Le Temps CH,
Volkskrant, AD, NRC, several film-teams (ARTE, BBC, NG), in prep. Documentary Tauros (jan. 2023)



The ‘Big five’ of natural grazing



Tauros’ Unique Values
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Tauros’ Unique Values
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Tauros” extra ecological benefits

‘ Enhancing biodiversity by
macro-habltat-englneermg , supporting a plethora

of other species
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Tauros” extra ecological benefits

Enhancing biodiversity by
‘macro-habitat-engineering’, supporting a plethora

~ of other species
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Tauros extra ecological benefits

Enhancihg biodiversity by
‘micro-habitat-engineering’
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Tauros extra ecological benefits

Enhancng biodiversity by
~ ‘micro-habitat-engineering’|
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Financial feasibility by Innovative nature finance:
‘Tauros Tokens’

Cooperating with CreditNature (UK)

OVUTCOMESg
DL\‘:\W Indicutor ----
loig 7.
‘“TEG R'TY elr U//G('-
c}-\o(‘ v . ) Metric
& ‘o
<° %

& cTIWVITig, 5
8 p s % 29/ 100 20/ 100 12/ 100 15/ 100
.
3 P —
2 = NATURAL g S
2 g ASSET 2 =
> ) (LAND) 2 g
C - =
S, % 3 2
mcof 4 C?J‘ $
o - § 3

STABLE

- Bcse"ne

o
g
3 a ssets
- & AN  Beaver
)
. _0\033 > etlan
YR8y 2 B
ivestoc

rrrrr

L



The possible role of a herd of Tauros in the Marchegg River
plains

 Restoring Natural grazing being an important ecological
process in this floodplain-area; re-opening former grasslands
and forests, creating half-open landscapes

» Significant biodiversity impact
e Significant resilience impact and climate adaptation

* Local economy impact. Tourist attraction for Marchegg
daytrips: businesses wildlife-watching

* International publicity and funding opportunities

* Free roaming, unfenced. Would be unique in Europe and the
truly rewilding of Aurochs. Part of the animals being collared
(track & trace)



Boxes to be ticked by the Marchegg area

o > 100 hectares
o Flood-free places
o Dedicated herd-manager

o Proven cases are there already

o Research to monitor and improve area-
specific needs; learn form operational
rewilding

o Be aware of the limited availability of
decent Tauros’herds now (we do the best
we can)



Let’s be honest
“Wouldn’t it be wonderful,

your Cinderella being kissed awake by Tauros”

Join the Tauros Programm!
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